Formalisation - A Lecture by Hyppolite, Badiou and Lacan in Separate Halls of Ecole (1979) 
By Alain Badiou (Notes on all Lectures) 


I. | What I Called Mark, Void, Suture, Ideology and Science, Philosophy and Subject. 


So Lacan argues, that philosophy is a circulation with topos. He means it is also a circulation with 
psychoanalysis. He finally has a tenor, but not a full system. He means the old syntax of philosophy, 
concepts, mathematics, and even poems, is lost into a formalisation, he failed at, which is to create a 
synthesis between, Hyppolite argues, a simple idea of major and minor, or finally a movement of 
Concept with a movement of a logic of sense, or sense or life. 


What I called mark, void, and suture, is finally according to Lacan some high speculative tendency, 
which makes some sense, if interpreted, it means the void, is philosophy, and that is thought, or 
non-Being, against Being the notion of Hegel, and Concepts. We move from void, and the structure 
it to science, Marxism and philosophy and then produce a conceptual movement linked to poems. I 
call this matheme and poem. 


Hyppolite says these are many terms coming up, but their syntax maintains rules, or logic. Logic 
here is complex, but unarticulated. It means a spurious number of attempts at confused logics is 
what is going on. Philosophy is about - theory, film theory, ideas around this, even concepts, finally 
ideas which are about literature, even sciences, history or historical materialism, political practice, 
or praxis, and such multiplicity, which then is a syntax of modern doctrines of Concept and poems, 
or even politics proper. 


II. A Final Summary of the Formalisation Debate 


I. Hyppolite asks for traditional philosophy - major and minor - and is happy in a sense that we 
call it concept, formalisation and that he calls science, or methodology. But he is unhappy 
that it is not formalised, as a joke. 

II. | An anecdote on Lacan. One day Lacan walked up to a student, a MLM man Jean Pierre 
Durane, and said to him, philosophy is a big task, not this simple Marxism, and that is what I 
was calling formalization. Durane replied, what does it mean in simple language, which you 
guys refuse and are therefore confused. Lacan said, it is the simple idea, create a scientific 
account of history, but also alot of things, including plays on the word thing. 

II. Badiou here, I finally understand what happened. We explored a long journey, towards the 
Concept and its impossible journey with all that we call modernity or modernism, as 
Jameson argued, the dialectic. 


